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Subject:  "NEWS  FROM  TEE  BUREAU  OF  ANIMAL  INDUSTRY. "  Information  from  the  exhibit 
of  the  Bureau  of  Animal  Industry,  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture. 


Today  let's  tour  the  current  exhibit  in  the  patio  of  the  U.  S.  Department 
of  Agriculture.     This  exhibit  shows  the  many  activities  of  the  Bureau  of  Animal 
Industry,  and  among  them  are  a  number  of  lines  of  work  of  interest  to  honemakers. 

Foods,-  particularly  eggs,  poultry,  and  meats,-  ?  re  naturally  in  the  home- 
naker's  province.    And  all  of  these  are  livestock  products.     Clothing  and  furnish- 
ings are  also  of  concern  to  the  housewife,  and  one  branch  of  the  livestock  industry  - 
sheep  raising-  is  the  source  of  wool  for  cloth,  blankets  and  rugs,  and  even  the 
so-called  "fur",-  Persian  or  caracul  lamb. 

The  housewife  probably  uses  eggs  oftener  than  any  other  farm-produced  food. 
So  let's  look  first  at  this  poster,-  "How  to  tell  a  good  egg. 11     If  you  live  on  . 
a  farm  and  raise  chickens,  you  know  the  answer.    But  if  you  buy  your  eggs  in  city 
stores,  you  may  like  to  know  that  "a.  good  egg  has  a  clear,  firm,  white,  an urs tending 
yolk,  good  flavor,  and  a  strong  shell."    And  that  eggs  ought  to  be  kept  clean  and 
cool  to  conserve  food  value  and  good  flavor. 

Here  are  some  models  of  eggs,  broken  out  of  their  shells.  Suppose  we  see 
what  they  represent  in  the  way  of  research.  It's  the  effect  of  the  hen's  ration 
on  the  color  of  the  egg  yolk,-  and  on  the  whites,  too.  When  hens  were  fed  chili 
pepper  in  their  mash  they  laid  eggs  with  a  yolk  of  the  deep  orange  color  ohox acter- 
istic  of  foods  rich  in  vitamin  A.  In  the  course  of  this  dietary  study  blie  in- 
vestigators used  other  substances  that  resulted  in  eggs  with  bright  blue,  bright 
red,  and  even  bright  green  yolks'.     Of  course  such  eggs  are  simply  curiosities,  but 


- 
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they  prove  that  what  the  hen  eats  affects  the  color  of  the  yolks. 

And  now  let's  look  at  these  two  piles  of  eggs  in  the  case.     In  the  first 
rile  there  are  100  miscellaneous  eggs-  the  average  yield  from  the  farm  flock.  Some 
are  small,  some  are  large,  some  are  brown,   some  are  white,   some  are  speckled.  In 
the  other  pile  there  are  over  200  uniformly  large,  white,  eggs.     They  were  pro- 
duced at  the  Department's  experimental  farm  at  Beltsville,  Maryland,  by  the  same 
number  of  hens  as  in  the  average  farm  flock.     Only  these  hens  were  specially 
selected  for  high-laying  capacity,  and  large  white  eggs.     The  point  is,  of  cource, 
that  it  pays  to  maintain  a  flock  of  hens  of  uniform  breeding  and  proved  laying 
capacity,  if  you  want  first-rate  eggs  in  worthwhile  numbers. 

One  of  the  things  the  Bureau  of  Animal  Industry  has  always  maintained  is 
that  chickens  and  pigs  and  other  animals  need  a  balanced  diet,  just  as  humans  do. 
The  Bureau  has  demonstrated  this  in  many  feeding  experiments,  and  a  case  of  mounted 
chicks  shows  what  happens  to  chickens  if  you  deprive  them  of  certain  minerals,  like 
manganese,  or  vitamins  A,  B]_ ,  D,  G,  or  K.     None  of  the  chickens  shown  are  in  good 
condition. 

And  here  are  the  "streamlined"  turkeys  you've  heard  so  much  about.  Actually, 
they  are  small,  plump-breasted  turkeys,  bred  experimentally  by  the  Bureau  to  meet 
the  needs  of  smaller  families-  and  smaller  ovens.     When  you  see  these  smaller  birds 
alongside  of  the  big  "standard"  size  turkeys  on  the  present  market,  you  realize 
how  convenient  they  will  be-  if  and  when  they  are  grown  commercially.     A  dressed 
standard-size  hen  turkey  weighing  14-1,/ 4  pounds  is  compared  with  a  "streamlined" 
one  that  weighs  8-l/4  pounds.     Many  small  families  prefer  the  small  birds.  And 
those  who  like  to  "buy  the  larger  toms,  can  compare  the  new  type,  weighing  14-l/2 
rounds,  with  the  "standard"  large  torn,  weighing  21  pounds. 

Those  of  you  who  live  on  farms  may  cure  several  hams  every  season,  and 
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perhaps  you  also  make  corned  beef.     But  have  von.  ever  thought  of  curing  some  of 
"our  turkeys?     That's  a  new  way  of  preserving  the  birds  that  don't  go  to  market. 
Here's  a  smoked  turkey  on  display,  and  next  to  it,  a  cured  leg  of  lamb.  Another 
r.ovelty  worth  trying. 

Even  among  the  displays  designed  for  professional  livestock  workers,  the 
housewife  will  find  one  thing  with  which  sho  is  thoroughly  familiar-  the  little 
round  purple  meat  stamp-  "U.S.  Inspected  and  Passed."     This  stamp  on  the  meat  she 
buys  over  the  counter  assures  her  that  it  is  wholesome,  and  comes  from  a  healthy 
aninal . 

Now  let's  turn  to  the  wool  and  fur  products  from  the  sheep-breeding  exper- 
iments,   ifou  can  see  a  lustrous  Angora  fleece,  or  mohair-  an  important  textile. 
And  a  real  Navajo  rug,  in  beautiful  colors,  with  samples  of  the  special  kind  of 
wool  used  in  making  it.     The  lureau  has  done  several  years'  work  in  improving  the 
sheep  from  which  the  Nr.va.jo  Indians  get  this  kind  of  wool  for  their  rugs  and 
blankets. 

And  if  you've  always  thought  of  Persian  lamb  as  a  fur,   this  center  case 
reminds  you  that  Fersia.n  lamb  is  really  the  tightly  curled  woolly  pelt  of  young 
Karakul  lambs,  originally  grown  in  Persia.     The  sheep  specialists  are  using  some 
of  these  Karakul  sheep  for  cross-breeding  experiments,   to  produce  caracul  fur 
"hich,  as  you  know,  has  a  flat,  loose  curl,  very  much  liked  by  women.     There  is  a 
sample  of  caracul  fur  on  display,  and  one  of  broadtail,  a  more  fragile  pelt  some- 
times taken  from  baby  Karakul  lambs. 

And  that  about  completes  our  tour  of  the  exhibit  of  what  is  done  by  this 

one  Bureau  to  protect  and  improve  some  of  the  livestock  products  we  use  in  our 
""aes. 


